Trip to the Dales

Many of the people who come to
St Vincent's would not usually
have the opportunity to visit the
beautiful nearby Yorkshire Dales.

We applied for and received
funding from the Yorkshire Dales
National Park Authority to take a
group of ESOL students and
volunteers to Grassington for the
day. They walked around the area
and visited the shops, before

stopping for a picnic. In true
Yorkshire tradition it rained, but
everyone enjoyed the day out
despite this.

Stocks of food are usually low
around this time, so the Centre
greatly appreciates the donations
of food that are collected by the
conferences and parishes at this
time of year. Items that are
particularly useful are: small bags
of rice, pasta, tinned tomatoes,
tuna, sardines, kidney beans,

chick peas, fruit, baby food and
small cartons of fruit juice.
Toiletries are also appreciated —
soap, toothpaste, shampoo,
deodorants, etc for men and
women. We are also collecting
unwanted gifts that would be
suitable for raffle prizes at
fundraising events.

Annual General Meeting

St Vincent's AGM this year will at 3pm on Wednesday 25th July at the
Centre. Everyone is warmly invited, and if you have not been before
this is an excellent opportunity to find out more about St Vincent's and
meet the staff. We look forward to seeing you.

One of our main goals at St
Vincent's is to help people to access
education which can improve not just
their skills, but also their self esteem,
confidence and employability. The
courses are informal and friendly
and of course, free!

The education centre has been
particularly busy recently and there
is a variety of new courses running.
Thanks to our team of committed
volunteers we are now offering
ESOL (English for speakers of other
languages) classes every morning of
the week, at different levels. The first
ten-week course was very well
attended and the second is going
well too.

We'd like to welcome Dan Cooper as
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previously volunteering at St
Vincent's and we are delighted to
have him here permanently.

Amitoj has been running a
successful money management
course at Hollybush Primary School
in Bramley, as well as a “Fun with
Numbers” course, an IT course and
a spreadsheets course. For more

our new tutor who has been |information about the courses, some
appointed to work alongside Amitoj | of which still have spaces, call
in delivering ESOL classes. Dan was | Amitoj.
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courses including food hygiene, gardening, healthy cookery, ESOL, IT,

maths and literacy.

Lots of people came to the centre and tried card making, hand massages,
and even pancake making as one of the taster courses on offer was “ESOL
through cookery”. This is a new course that will run at St Vincent’s which will
be a fun, more informal way to learn English, and some good recipes too!
There are still spaces so call Amitoj if you are interested.
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Charlotte’s daughter, Ava Catherine, was born Monday, 26"
February, weighing 9lb 1o0z. Both are doing fine — daughter more

than mother in terms of sleep!

In Charlotte’s absence Susan

Docherty, our Debt Manager, is acting manager.

Charlotte will be returning in July.

We are now operating in four
outreach locations across the city
with the final outreach — Armley —
hopefully starting soon.

Our second Financial Inclusion Fund
debt worker, Joanne Glynn started in
January and is almost through her

training. The Government has
recently announced the continuation
of funding until 2010 so we hope we
will benefit from this. The service
continues to be very busy; we now
have 5 debt advisers.

Two of our longest serving volunteers retired in

April after 11 years of work for us.

John and Audrey, pictured with their certificates

of recognition, started working at St Vincent

Support Centre before any of the current

members of staffl They have retired in order to

spend more time with their dog and will

continue to help at the St Vincent's in Middleton

which is closer to their home. Charlotte thanked

them for their hard work and dedication and presented them with gifts and
certificates, but we’re all sure that we haven't seen the last of them!

St Vincent's café and shop will be
open on several Saturdays in the
near future. We are open the
following Saturdays from 10-2, we
hope you might be able to pop in for
a cup of tea! Any help you can give

in the form of donations for the shop
will be appreciated.

Saturday June 2nd
Saturday June 16th
Saturday June 30th

At St Vincent's we are all aware that
we have to keep chasing funding in
order to keep the centre running and
providing vital services. We hope our
fundraising will also raise awareness
of the Centre.

We've started to think of things we
could do to raise money, and had
many ideas! The first in a series of
fundraising events took place on
April 20th at the Common Place in
Leeds. 5 bands played, there was
also a jumble sale, and Amitoj sold

home made onion bhajis which went
down a treat. We raised £350 which
is a great start.

Flag day took place as usual in
March. We raised £1750 in all and
would like to thank everyone who
helped with collections and made
donations.

The amount we raised is lower than
in the previous five years so it is all
the more important to us to keep
finding new sources of funding.

These were the opening words of
Kate Adie in the introduction of the
“Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust
Inquiry into Destitution among
Refused Asylum Seekers”.

Last year St Vincent’s was involved in
a four week survey, part of the
research into the inquiry, because of
our role in running the Hardship
Fund.

St Vincent's continues to administer
LASSN'’s Hardship Fund for destitute
asylum seekers, which is an
invaluable service for people with no
other support.

Clothing, toiletries, food parcels and
free soup are also available to those
attending the Centre for support, they
are also invited to any of the classes
at the Centre, particularly ESOL, to
help improve their English. This can
be a barrier to integration.

The research was intended to
highlight the experiences of people
who have come to the end of the

support provided by the government.
Once they have been refused
asylum by the home office, the
government offers no more
support to asylum seekers. These
people are denied access to key
public services and are left
destitute.

Many suffer health problems as a
result and rely on charities for food
and shelter. The report suggested
feasible solutions to the problem, and
suggested policy reform based on
clear evidence of the benefits of
integration.

Pauline and Lucy visited the House of
Commons for the Inquiry Launch on
28th March where Kate Adie, the
chair of the inquiry, and others gave
talks on the need for policy reform
and stressed the importance of
refugee agencies in Leeds to
continue offering the critical support
these people need. The report can be
downloaded from www.jrct.org.uk




